SHARE CONTENT KNOWLEDGE WITH YOUR STUDENTS, SOCIAL STUDIES 6-12
Successful Lesson Planning for the Social Studies Classroom

IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS
Objectives
What should students accomplish at the
end of this lesson?

Students will be able to…

Essential Questions
Please write TWO essential questions.
The first question (or “I Can”
statement) should be a question that is
posed for your students. This question
should be worded so that it motivates
students. The second question should
be a question for you. This question
should be worded so that it reminds
you and your administration of your
academic purpose.

For Students:

Standards
Please include NO MORE than three
standards from CCSS
(http://www.corestandards.org/readthe-standards/) or NCES
(http://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/
standards/new-standards/. These can
be copied can pasted from the
document.

For Educators:

DETERMINE ACCEPTABLE
EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

ASSESSMENT

Please list all informal and formal assessments you plan to use for (only) this lesson. Make sure
that your assessments will help you to know if students met the stated objectives.

DESIGN LEARNING
EXPERIENCES & INSTRUCTION

Materials
Please list all materials you will need for
this lesson. Be sure to include
multimedia you plan to use.
Procedure
This lesson is intended to scaffold
student learning. One of the BEST
strategies to use in any content area is
the me, we, few, you technique that
you use for a specific lesson/activity.

1. Opening: How will you hook your students? Consider pulling from something they
know, such as music, television, graphic novels, etc.
2. Me: How will you model the learning task/strategy?
3. We: How will you do the learning task/strategy together as a whole group?
4. Few: What kind of small group work can students do to practice this task/strategy?
How will you hold them accountable? Remember, it is best to keep students in groups
of two or three.
5. You: What kind of individual work will you expect students to do in order to
demonstrate the skill or understanding associated with the task/strategy?
6. Closure: How will close up the lesson? How will you return to the objectives and
essential questions? Please explain how you will do this in the form of an exit slip or
ticket-out-the-door or some other brief formative assessment.

Modifications
Because you will have a variety of
learners in your classroom, please
explain how you will modify for each of
them. For example, you could state that
you will provide all instructions on a
power point for visual learners; you will
state the directions twice for audio
learners; you will have students stand up
and sit down during an anticipation
guide; you will ask students to work in
pairs to assist students who are learning
English.
Reflection
One of the tactics that successful
teachers use is prediction; they ask
themselves, “what could happen and I
will I modify for it when I’m teaching?”
This helps teachers become more
comfortable trying new strategies when
planned lessons are not working. In
this section, write down what you think
will be the strengths of the lesson. Also
write down what areas might be weak
and how you could modify for it with
different learners.

Visual
Audio
Kinesthetic
English Language Learners

Strengths:

Areas of improvement and how to modify:

